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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 12/07/2007 have been fully considered but 
Applicant's arguments filed 12/07/2007 with respect to claims 1-5, 7-1 1 , 20, 22, 

24-30, 34-39, 45-48 have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of 

rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. Claim 5 recites "the communication application server for the 
latter to implement a voice playback" in claim 5. It is unclear what "for the latter" is 
referring to which renders the claim indefinite. Applicant is suggested to reword the 
claim limitations to clarify the claim language. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
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subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

1 . Claims 1 , 7, 20, 30, 22, 25, 32, 35, 45-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as 
being unpatentable over Dahod et al. US (US 20040224678A1 ) in view of John 
(US6216106B1). 

1 .1 Regarding Claim 1 , Dahod discloses a method implemented by PTT wireless 
mobile terminal for communicating voice information comprising the steps of: 

Determining if the recipient of the first mobile terminal has accepted or answered 
the half-duplex call to receive initial voice message associated with an incoming call to 
the first mobile terminal, 

Storing the initial voice message as initial voice mail message in media server or 
Internet media gateway IMG if the recipient of the first mobile terminal does not answer 
or accept the half-duplex call [0036 & 0044], 

transmitting the stored initial voice message to the first mobile terminal from the 
communication application server during a real-time communication session only upon 
the communication application server receiving playback signal from the first mobile 
terminal where the playback signal is distinct from another signal generated by the first 
mobile terminal upon a depression of a push-to-talk button on the first mobile terminal 
[retrieving stored initial voice mail message in light of SMS notification message: 0045]. 
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Thus, Dahod teaches storing initial voice mail message only if recipient does not accept 
or answer the call as stated above. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skilled in the art the Dahod essentially teaches every limitations of the claim 
except implementing selectable acceptance of future incoming calls. 

John teaches a method of wireless communication terminal for communicating 
voice information by implementing selectable acceptance of future incoming calls 
comprising: 

Determining if a first input from a user of a first mobile terminal is made 
requesting that selectable acceptance management be initiated for incoming calls not 
yet initiated to the first mobile terminal; 

If said determining step determines that the request has been made, transmitting 
from the first mobile terminal a first control message to a communication application 
server representing an instruction to implement selectable acceptance of future 
incoming calls to the first mobile terminal [determining if user activates one of several 
different call forwarding service as familiar to a person skilled in the art & transmitting 
call forwarding service activation signal from mobile station directly to gateway mobile 
switching center GMSC1 : Figure 2A & Column 3, Line 35-50], where selectable 
acceptance includes storing at the communication application server an initial voice 
message associated with an incoming call to the first mobile terminal and transmitting 
the stored initial voice message to the first mobile terminal in response to retrieving 
request received from the first mobile terminal [retrieving well known stored voice mail 
message method: Column 5 & 6]. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention of made to modify the Dahod PTT communications method with call 
selectable acceptance management method as taught by John to implement the 
method, system and device as claimed. One of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention of made to do this to facilitate efficient PPT communications between users. 

1 .2 Claim 7 is rejected for the same reason as claim 1 because executing steps in 
Claim 7 is substantially close to corresponding method steps of Claim 1 . It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that the device and the method as 
modified would have been implemented with claimed means as cited in Claim 7. 

1 .3 Claim 20 is rejected for the same reason as stated above in Claims 1 & 7 
rejections because claimed method is substantially close to corresponding method of 
Claims 1 & 7. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skilled in the art that 
activating various call acceptance management calls as taught by Dahoh in view of john 
would teach storing and updating the user status information to reflect the future 
incoming call processing as claimed. 

1 .4 Claim 30 is rejected for the same reason as stated above in claim 20 rejection 
because claimed executing steps are substantially read on corresponding step of Claim 
20. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that IMG as modified 
would teach claimed communication server. 
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1 .5 Claims 22, 25, 32 & 35 are rejected for the same reason as stated above in claim 
20 rejection. Official notice is taken that claimed feature of not notifying the voice 
message delivery status to the sender is well known to one of ordinary skilled in the art 
at the time of invention of made as cited in Claim 22 in order to preserve the privacy of 
the user status information. 

3.4 Claims 45, 46, 47 & 48 are rejected for the same reason as stated above in 
Claims 20, 22, 25, 30, 32 & 35 rejections because claim invention and cited limitations 
are essentially similar to invention as cited in Claims 20, 22, 25, 30, 32 & 35. Therefore, 
one of ordinary skill in the art would realize that method and server as modified above 
would teach and read on limitations as cited in Claims 45, 46, 47 & 48. 

2. Claims 2-4, 8-1 0 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Dahod et al. US (US 20040224678A1 ) in view of John (US6216106B1), further in view 
of Simpson (US200401041593A1). 

2.1 Regarding Claims 2 & 8, the modified method and system teaches all the 
limitations as stated above in Claims 1 & 7 and also teaches that users can be notified 
by different signaling notification for incoming calls although does not explicitly disclose 
distinctive ringing notification method. Simpson teaches that user can be subscribed to 
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distinctive ringing service to receive distinctive ringing for specific type of calls [0055]. 
Moreover, it should be noted that that concept and advantages of distinctive ringing 
notification method for different type of calls are well known to one of ordinary skilled in 
the art at the time of invention of made and such feature can be implemented in any call 
processing system at the time of invention of made. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention of made to further modify the method and system with distinctive 
ringing notification to alert the different type of calls as claimed. One of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of invention of made to do this to provide enhanced call processing 
feature with improved notification method. 

2.2 Claims 3 & 9 are rejected for the same reason as stated above in Claim 2 & 8 
rejection because modified method and system teaches retrieving stored voice mail 
message in response to user action [see claim 1 & 7 rejection]. Moreover, different 
retrieving stored voice mail message are well known to skill in the art at the time of 
invention of made in response to different voice mail notification message. 

2.3 Claims 4 & 10 are rejected for the same reason as stated above in Claim 3 & 9 
rejection. According to the teaching of Simpson, the caller was not notified that called 
party is listening to the recorded voice message prior to determining whether to accept 
the call from the caller. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art that modified device and method teaches as claimed. 
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3. Claims 5 & 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Dahod et al. US (US 20040224678A1 ) in view of John (US6216106B1), further in view 
of Elias (US20050089149A1). 

3.1 Regarding Claims 5 & 1 1 , the method as modified teaches transmitting control 
message to the communication server in response to user input (i.e., key input for 
accepting the call) [0053] but does not explicitly teach providing the caller the availability 
status of the user of the first mobile terminal. 

Elias teaches incoming call treatment method comprising the method to provide 
the caller the availability status of the user of the called party as claimed (i.e., 
transmitting control message to play stored voice message in response to user key 
input: 0026-0028). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention of made to further modify incoming call treatment service as claimed 
by providing the status information of the called party as taught by Elias's method. One 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention of made would have been motivated to 
do this to provide enhanced call notification service. 
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4. Claims 24 & 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Dahod et al. US (US 20040224678A1) in view of John (US6216106B1), further in view 
of Elias (US20050089149A1) and Tuomela et al. (US20020077086A1). 

4.1 Regarding Claim 24 & 34, the modified method and system does not explicitly 
teach displaying status icon on the caller mobile device. 

Tuomela teaches user enters context information and activates context-related 
answering service [0039] and also to have the context information to be displayed on 
recipient's mobile device [Displaying context information: 0053]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention of made to further modify as claimed as taught by Tuomela for 
processing calls based on updated presence state and for displaying the updated state 
on other mobile terminals. One of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention of 
made would have been motivated to do this to avoid unnecessary voice call to reserve 
communication resources. 

5. Claims 26, 27, 36, 37, 28, 29, 38, 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Dahod et al. US (US 20040224678A1 ) in view of John 
(US6216106B1), further in view of Elias (US20050089149A1) and Moss et al. 
(US007010113B2). 

5.1 Regarding Claims 26, 27, 36 & 37, modified method and system teaches as 
claimed in Claims 20 & 30 but does not explicitly teach aborting the call processing after 
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timeout although such feature is very well known to one of ordinary skill in the art and 
the feature is expected to be implemented in the call processing system. 
Moss discloses call processing system wherein the communication is terminated after 
predetermined unanswered call period [414: Figure 4]. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention of made to modify as 
claimed with the teaching of Moss's system and method to efficiently process the calls 
and manage the communication resources. 

5.2 Claims 28, 29, 38 & 39 are rejected for the same reason as stated above in 
claims 27 & 29 rejections. Modified method and system teaches as claimed in Claims 
27 & 29 and also teaches retrieving voice message upon answering the call [see 
rejections stated above] and deleting message feature because Dahod discloses voice 
message processing method in which the call session is aborted and the voice 
message is deleted if the recipient does not answer the call [0044]. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to AUNG T. WIN whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7549. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Due Nguyen can be reached on (571 ) 272-7503. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Aung T Win/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2617 



/Due Nguyen/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2617 



